implanted devices, but very little detail on anaesthesia, and the chapter on office-based cosmetic surgery is a reflection of the author's personal experience and techniques (including a "cookbook" protocol), supported by numerous anecdotal descriptions.
The plethora of clinical trials and the frequency of review articles, guidelines and the occasional journal supplement attest to the pace of research and the size of the "big little problem" of nausea and vomiting. Dr Josef Donnerer, Professor at the Institute for Experimental and Clinical Pharmacology in Graz, has compiled this relatively slim book that attempts to present a snapshot as at September 2002 of the "state-of-the-art" as well as the "state-of-the-science" of antiemetic theory and clinical practice.
Donnerer has cast his net wide across many countries and many disciplines to present a comprehensive picture of nausea and emesis in thirteen chapters. Four chapters focus on basic sciences. There is a chapter each for 5-hydroxytryptamine receptor antagonists, the potential of substance P antagonists and metoclopramide. Finally there are six chapters on nausea and vomiting in specific clinical scenariosopioid usage, postoperatively, chemotherapy and radiation and two on hyperemesis in pregnancy. Working in a rural setting, these last two were particularly welcome as advice is often sought by friends and colleagues on the clinical place of the newer agents and their safety in pregnancy.
Each chapter is complete in itself and thus there is some repetition in the book, but this is no disadvantage as there would be few people who would wish to read every chapter.
Different chapters would be useful to trainees studying for Primary or Final This is the third edition of this book and it has quite rightly been very popular in the past. It is designed as a practical ready reckoner of specific information about specific drugs used in anaesthesia and intensive care practice and it fulfils that role reasonably well.
The book lists approximately 200 drugs in alphabetical order, with virtually all the information we need to know about each drug contained in two pages of notes.
The best aspect of this book is the standardized format that is used to present all this information about each drug. This method is outlined in the preface and in fact is one of the reasons the authors compiled the book. This format is to be recommended to all Part 1 candidates. In fact generations of anaesthetic trainees have used it in preparation for and in actual exams and this remains a great legacy from the two authors to the anaesthetic community. It is a great method of summarizing information about individual drugs.
There are a few problems with this book however. It is written for a U.K. audience and unfortunately some of the newer drugs that we use, Paracoxib for instance, are not included, whereas other drugs not available here are included. Another problem is that it contains limited information about specific drugs and should not be regarded as a textbook on pharmacology, as general topics, pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics for example, are not mentioned, nor are general facts that pertain to classes of drugs.
Finally, there are gaps in the dosage sections, particularly for infusions, where a sample "cocktail recipe" would make the book much more useful. Under "Epinephrine", for instance the infusion rate of 0.01-0.1 µg/kg/min is given, but a note explaining 3 ml of 1:1000 epinephrine in 100 ml of NaCl and starting at 1.5 ml/h for a 70 kg adult would be useful.
The book, as in previous editions, continues to be published in a size designed to fit in a pocket. Of the other pharmacology books published in this size I feel it is the most useful because of the standardized fashion in which information is presented. If I was to carry only one book in my pocket however, I feel I would choose one of the books that also deal with other aspects of anaesthesia other than pharmacology alone.
In summary, this is a useful book as regards pharmacology of individual drugs. The system the authors use to present the information is superb. It is especially recommended to trainees.
K. HARRISON Westmead, N.S.W. This book comprises the first section of the current edition of "Irwin and Rippe's Intensive Care Medicine". It provides a comprehensive evidence-based review of almost all relevant procedures that are performed in the intensive care unit (ICU). There are 30 chapters which include sections on all common procedures (central line placement, airway management, and pulmonary artery catheterization) and some less common techniques such as extracorporeal and intracorporeal technologies for severe cardiac and respiratory failure. Its strengths lie in the well referenced upto-date evidence-based discussions of the indications, complications and clinical role of each procedure. Some topics such as echocardiography and renal replacement therapies are also covered but given the broad scope of each subject the discussion is less comprehensive.
Procedures and Techniques in Intensive
Although replete with illustrations, explanations of how to perform each technique are predominantly in text form and perhaps what is less well addressed is how to deal with practical difficulties encountered from a technical perspective. Naturally, these are best learnt at the bedside. However, the content is relevant to all staff involved in performing these procedures and would be a useful source of knowledge for teaching purposes. It would also be relevant to those preparing for postgraduate examinations in intensive care medicine, anaesthesia or emergency medicine. It is reasonably priced and would be a useful addition to any ICU departmental library.
M. J. LENNON Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth, Western Australia For its size this small pocket book is a comprehensive cover of pathophysiology and treatment of chronic pain syndromes.
There are eight chapters. "The Pathophysiology of Pain" covers definitions, pain pathways, peripheral and central sensitization, the gate control theory, hyperalgesia and neuropathic pain. "Management options" is a general discussion which lists treatment options, and covers drug treatments, nerve blocks and non-drug therapies. The next three chapters deal with non-opioid analgesics, opioid analgesics and adjuvant medications. There are some excellent diagrams and lists in these chapters, which I plan to incorporate into lectures, as they explain concepts clearly. The final three chapters look at common chronic pain syndromes, cancer pain and pain in children.
At the end of each chapter there are several references, which are mostly readily available through hospital or College ANZCA libraries.
This pocketbook would be useful for an anaesthetic registrar on call at night or an anaesthetist in private practice who may be faced with chronic pain problems.
For a Pain Fellow, it would be useful as an overview in the first few weeks to months of training, but the detail is not sufficient for preparation to sit the FPMANZCA exam.
There are really very few other pocketbooks on chronic pain, and this one therefore fills a need and represents good value for money. P. BRISCOE Royal Adelaide Hospital, Adelaide, South Australia
Clinical Risk Management: Enhancing Patient
Safety-2nd Edition. C. Vincent; BMJ Publishing Group, BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, U.K.; £50.00; 161x240 mm; 573; ISBN: 0 7279 1392 1.
The first edition of this book appeared in 1995, with the same respected editor, Professor Charles Vincent, Professor of Psychology at University College London. This review addresses the third impression 2003, of the second edition 2001.
Including the editor there are 44 contributors, one from Canada and the other contributors from either the United Kingdom or the United States of America. Apart from psychology, they represent a
